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Building
Resilient
Communities

Exploring how libraries and community-based organizations can work together
to mitigate environmental and health-related concerns due to climate change

Project Focus
Strengthening partnerships between public libraries and community organizations to take locally
relevant climate actions that address environmental and public health impacts.

Goal
Empower libraries and community partners to co-create resilient, thriving environments through

teamwork and action.

Impact

Public libraries, alongside their partners, are leading efforts to help communities prepare for
changing environments, unexpected disruptions, and new challenges—ensuring they can thrive no
matter what lies ahead.
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Exploring how libraries and community-based organizations can work together
to mitigate environmental and health-related concerns due to climate change

* Organize & host a national 2-day symposium;
* Publish four Background Reports;
Conduct a national survey on public library attitudes about
climate change, climate resilience, and public health;
Develop a webinar series designed for library leaders and
staff;
* Design & launch resource-rich websites hosted by the STAR
Library Network and WebJunction:;
* Publish a post-event report summarizing key
information emerging from the symposium.

Key Project
Deliverables



https://www.starnetlibraries.org/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/
https://www.webjunction.org/home.html

Useful Resources!

*net ACTIVITIES EVENTS RESOURCES  DEVELOPMENT DEIA  MAKE YOUR CASE PROJECTS aQ

Project Webpage:
Building
Resilient
Communities

Exploing howbraries and commurity based organizations camwork together Building Resilient Communities — STAR Library
Network (starnetlibraries.org)

A Call to Action: Climate change and its reloted environmental health impocts pose serious threats for many. if not

all, et ities. By ping ond str ing strategic jons and p rships, ity leaders and
ions will be better equipped to meet the social and health challenges thot accompeny these threots and build

chimate resilient communities.

Background Reports:

The Building Resilient Communities Project: A Natioral Sympozium that Explores the Role of Public Libraries ond Community-
Based Organizations in Addressing Local Climate Impects is funded by the National Science Foundation (you can view
award information on the informalscience.org site HEREL The lead organization is the Space Science Institute; partmer

organizations are OCLC WebJunction, University of North Carolina Greensboro, and Interactive Learning Dynamics.

https://spacescience.org/edu/reports.php#B
RC

Building Resilient Communities is a project of the STAR Library Education Metwork (STAR Net).

The key component of the Building Resilient Communities Project is the 2024 Climate Action Symposium that will bring

Credit: NASA

together national, state, and local experts working to increase awareness and knowledge of how climate change

impacts the environment, public health, and sodial equity. See information below.

m PROJECT PROJECT GLOSSARY RESOURCES
DELIVERABLES TEAM

Symposium Agenda:

2024-SymposiumProgram-singlepage.pdf

Symposium Overview

.

WebJunction/Webinars & Resource Site:

- The symposium is scheduled for September 9-10, 2024, in Washington, D.C. at the Martin Luther King |r. Memorial
cllm ate Library. Approximately 35 thought leaders from a range of sectors, including public [ibraries, climate scence, public

]
health, STEM education, and informal learning will be invited to this event.
Y| “ I AC“O“

.
Symposlum The symposium goal is to catalyze action around the roles that libraries and community-based organizations can play in B u i I d i ng Resi I ie nt ( O m m u n ities
rezponding together to environmental and health-related concerns due to climate change. This collaborative event will

provide current ples of dimate-related pro ing and resources in public libraries. Symposium topics will

. .
highlight how the concept of environmental health can inform action-oriented and equitable STEM l2arning experiences (W e b I u n Ct I O n . O rg)



https://www.starnetlibraries.org/about/our-projects/building-resilient-communities/
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/about/our-projects/building-resilient-communities/
https://spacescience.org/edu/reports.php#BRC
https://spacescience.org/edu/reports.php#BRC
https://spacescience.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/NSFSymposia/Shared%20Documents/Logistics/Symposium%20Program/2024-SymposiumProgram-singlepage.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=YPbjtb
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/building-resilient-communities.html
https://www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/building-resilient-communities.html
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September 9-10, 2024 Explori.ng QOIIaboration?' with Libraries, Qommunify-Based
Washington, DC Organizations, and Public Health Agencies
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Symposium Framework

Symposium sessions were organized around the 3 key tracks below (column headers). One or more items
under a specific track defined topics that were considered for sessions.

Building a Common Taking Collaborative
Understanding Action
Climate Change & Public Support & Connect Existing
Health Communication National & Local Solutions
STEM Learning Build out Library Activities &
Ecosystems Programs via Partnerships
Public Library Roles & Share Stories & Successes
Opportunities to build buy-in & recognition
Communitv Resilience Participate in Public Science
y Events (Festivals)

Climate Justice & Health Position Public Libraries in
Equity Community Action Plans




What Organizations Participated?

Space Science
Institute

Interactive Learning
Dynamics

OCLC/WeblJunction

Univ. of North Carolina
Greensboro

Institute for Learning
Innovation

Los Angeles Public
Library

Network of the National
Libraries of Medicine

Hauppauge Public
Library

Univ. of Colorado
Boulder/CIRES

Arizona State
University

NSF, EPA, CDC, IMLS,
NOAA

Blue Marble Librarians

DC Public Library

Communities
Responding to
Extreme Weather

Burroughs Wellcome
Fund

CCCC/George Mason
Univ.

Climate Resilience
Project/Flagstaff AZ

American Library
Association’s Climate
Action Initiative

Association of Rural
and Small Libraries

AGU's Thriving Earth
Exchange

Gordon & Betty
Moore Foundation

Association of Science
Technology Centers-
Seeding Action Initiative

Climate Resilient
Communities (Bay
Area, CA)

Natural History
Museum of Utah

IGES/GLOBE/NASA

California State Library

Arizona State University

American Public
Health Association

Assoc. for Advancing
Participatory Science

Belfast Maine Library

State Library of
California

National League of
Cities

Metropolitan
Group/DC

Gulf of Maine
Research Institute




Short-Term Symposium Outcomes

® Introduce climate change communication frameworks that
incorporate health narratives.

® Examine different types of collaboration and partnership models
that contribute to STEM learning ecosystems.

@ Learn the critical importance of engaging public libraries as
valued partners.

® Understand that climate resilience involves intentionality around
health equity and climate justice.
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Symposium
Sepferribers-10. 2074 Exploring Collaborations with Libraries, Community-Based
Washington, DC Organizations, and Public Health Agencies

Sample Session Highlights



From Pissed to Powerful:
Shifting the Narrative to Achieve
Climate Justice

Surili Sutaria Patel
Vice President & Environmental Health Lead

M

Metropolitan Group

the power of voice



Climate Resilience Project: Flagstaff, AZ

Promote individual and community resilience to climate change in
Flagstaff through shared discussions, work supporting existing
resilience initiatives, and fostering a supportive, intergenerational
community environment.



Climate Resilient Communities (Bay Area, CA):
Youth Climate Collective




Habitat Science

Observations

Oyster Restoration

Community
Partnerships

Sustainable
. Fisheries

Climate Resiliency

Environmental
Literacy




What is Neighborhood Science?

- Public participation in real
scientific research as
collaborators to contribute
to the advancement of
scientific knowledge.

- Turning curiosity and
concerns into impact.

Vivienne Byrd, Los Angeles Public Library




Institute of Museum and

Library Services (IMLS)

EDU Mission &

Who are we? . Broadening STEM
STEM Learnin T 3
I nve St m e nts and Learningg Puri.lcl;?qhon & Professional
* IMLS is an independent federal grant-making agency and the el e Institutional Workforce
primary source of federal support for the nation’s libraries and Capacity Developmen‘f

To develop a diverse and
well-prepared U.S. STEM
workforce and STEM-literate
public by supporting excellent
research and development in
STEM education.

museums.

» Two grant offices: Office of Library Services and Office of Museum
Services

Funding Opportunities (Libraries):

* Native American Library Services: Basic Grants
* Native American Library Services

* Native Hawaiian Library Services

* National Leadership Grants for Libraries

. . DR
* Laura Bush 215t Centu ry Librarian Program {%’ ' National Science Foundation Preparing a diverse STEM workforce and a

. Directorate for STEM Education (EDU) well-informed citizenry
3

GORDON AND BETTY

Curiosity-Driven Science (Learning & Public Engagement) MOORE C LI M ATE AND
' HUMAN HEALTH

BURROUGHS
WELLCOME

FUND

Up to $50,000 Seed Grants - many types of non-profits

29,237,328 245,326
OBSERVATIONS SPECIES

$375,000 Interdisciplinary Grants - primarily academic

$10,000,000 Institutional Grants - academic

janet.ﬁoffey@ moore.org www.bwfu nd.org
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Symposium
September 9-10, 2024 Exploring Collaborations with Libraries, Community-Based
Washington, DC Organizations, and Public Health Agencies

A few Photos from the Symposium
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Concemed Cautious Disengaged  Doubtful Dismissive
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From Pissed to
Powerful: A
Library Trustee’s
Journey

Presented To
Climate Action Symposium -
September 9-10, 2024




Credit: Healthy

Climate Wisconsin CLIMATE

49 SOLUTIONS
FOR POLLUTION

@ éIé For Clegn Air and

a Healthy Climate

Credit: Engineers Credit: Danbury |
Without Borders Public Library
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